《Everett’s Study Notes on the Holy Scriptures – 2 Chronicles》(Gary H. Everett)
Commentator

Gary Everett received his Master of Divinity (1992) and Doctor of Ministry (2015) degrees from Southwestern Baptist Theological Seminary. He served as pastor for five years and taught in Bible college for ten years.

Since 1997, Gary has worked as the station manager of Lighthouse Television, located in Kampala, Uganda, an affiliate of Trinity Broadcasting Network. The station is owned by Calvary Cathedral International in Fort Worth, Texas, and the chairman of the board and president of Lighthouse Television is Dr. Robert B. Nichols.

Gary served seven years as the director of the Joyce Meyer Ministries outreach in Uganda. He now serves as the international director Andrew Wommack Ministries Uganda.

Study Notes is also available along with his sermons and teachings on his website www.geverett.org.

Gary was married to Menchu in 1996. They have four children, three of whom were born and raised in Uganda.

Introduction

THE BOOK OF 2CHRONICLES
The ancient Jews viewed the four books of Joshua ,, Judges , Samuel and Kings as a collective group of historical books called the "Former Prophets." They record the history of Israel from the time of the Conquest until the Babylonian Captivity. It is generally agreed that the final compiling and editing of the Old Testament took place during the time of Ezra the scribe, soon after the Jews returned from Babylonian Captivity. A. A. Anderson suggests that the subsequent division of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles into two books each probably took place during the period when the Alexandrian Jews translated the Hebrew Bible into Greek, which took place several centuries before Christ, noting that the LXX collected Samuel and Kings into one unit under the common title Kingdoms or Reigns, which was divided into four books. (T. R. Hobbs suggests these divisions are "somewhat arbitrary," being based upon the amount of text that could fit upon the standard size of an ancient scroll. 29]) However, Anderson notes that the Samuel scroll of Qumran, which is among the Dead Sea scrolls, suggests that the book of Samuel formed a single unit in these sacred Hebrew texts in Palestine. 30] Anderson believes the Masoretic text testifies to a period prior to the two-division of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles with its Masoretic note at 1 Samuel 28:24 notes the half way point of 1-2Samuel. 31] Ralph Klein says the Hebrew bible first introduced these divisions "with the First Rabbinic Bible of 1517." 32] These divisions later became standard in the Hebrew bible as well as the English bible.

29] T. R. Hobbs, 2 Kings , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 13, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), xix.

30] A. A. Anderson, 2 Samuel , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 11, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004), xxv.

31] Biblia Hebraica Stuttgartensia, eds. A. Alt, O. Eifelt, P. Kahle, and R. Kittle (Stuttgart: Deutsche Bibelstiftung, c 1967-77), 1 Samuel 28:24.

32] Ralph Klein says, "This division between 1,2Samuel was introduced into the Hebrew Bible with the First Rabbinic Bible of 1517. Subsequent to its use in the Second Rabbinic Bible of 1524/1525 the division into two books has become standard." See Ralph W. Klein, 1 Samuel , in Word Biblical Commentary: 58 Volumes on CD- Romans , vol 10, eds. Bruce M. Metzger, David A. Hubbard and Glenn W. Barker (Dallas: Word Inc, 2002), in Libronix Digital Library System, v 21c [CD-ROM] (Bellingham, WA: Libronix Corp, 2000-2004),xxv.

Perhaps under the influence of the LXX, which serves as the earliest witness, the early Church appears to have adopted the two-fold divisions of Samuel, Kings, and Chronicles. Although the books of 1,2Samuel are properly one book, as are 1and 2Kings, 1,2Chronicles, the English Bible follows these two-fold divisions from the Vulgate, which followed the LXX. We can refer to the early Church fathers to see how this came about. Eusebius (A.D 260 to 340) gives us the testimony of Melito (A.D. d. c 190), bishop of the parish in Sardis, who said that when he went to land of Palestine he found that the four books of Samuel and Kings were called 1, 2, 3, and 4Kings and that Chronicles was divided into two books.

"Accordingly when I went East and came to the place where these things were preached and done, I learned accurately the books of the Old Testament, and send them to thee as written below. Their names are as follows: Of Moses, five books: Genesis ,, Exodus ,, Numbers ,, Leviticus , Deuteronomy; Jesus Nave, Judges , Ruth; of Kings, four books; of Chronicles, two; the Psalm of David, the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Wisdom also, Ecclesiastes ,, Song of Solomon , Job; of Prophets, Isaiah , Jeremiah; of the twelve prophets, one book; Daniel ,, Ezekiel , Esdras. From which also I have made the extracts, dividing them into six books." Such are the words of Melito." (Ecclesiastical History ) 33]

33] Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 206.
Eusebius also records the testimony of Origen (A.D 185 to 254), who tells us that 1,2Samuel was handed down by the Jews as one book entitled "Samuel," that 1,2Kings was one book entitled "The Kingdom of David," and that 1,2Chronicles was one book entitle "Records of Days."

"When expounding the first Psalm , he gives a catalogue of the sacred Scriptures of the Old Testament as follows: "It should be stated that the canonical books, as the Hebrews have handed them down, are twenty-two; corresponding with the number of their letters." Farther on he says: "The twenty-two books of the Hebrews are the following: That which is called by us Genesis , but by the Hebrews , from the beginning of the book, Bresith, which means, "In the beginning"; Exodus , Welesmoth, that Isaiah , "These are the names"; Leviticus , Wikra, "And he called"; Numbers , Ammesphekodeim; Deuteronomy , Eleaddebareim, "These are the words"; Jesus, the son of Nave, Josoue ben Noun; Judges and Ruth , among them in one book, Saphateim; the First and Second of Kings, among them one, Samouel, that Isaiah , "The called of God"; the Third and Fourth of Kings in one, Wammelch David, that Isaiah , "The kingdom of David"; of the Chronicles, the First and Second in one, Dabreiamein, that Isaiah , "Records of days"; Esdras, First and Second in one, Ezra , that Isaiah , "An assistant"; the book of Psalm , Spharthelleim; the Proverbs of Song of Solomon , Me-loth; Ecclesiastes , Koelth; the Song of Songs (not, as some suppose, Songs of Songs), Sir Hassirim; Isaiah , Jessia; Jeremiah , with Lamentations and the epistle in one, Jeremia; Daniel , Daniel; Ezekiel , Jezekiel; Job , Job; Esther , Esther. And besides these there are the Maccabees, which are entitled Sarbeth Sabanaiel. He gives these in the above-mentioned work." (Ecclesiastical History 6251-2) 34]

34] Eusebius, Ecclesiastical History, trans. Arthur C. McGiffert under the title The Church History of Eusebius, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 1, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1890, 1905), 272.

Athanasius (A.D 296 to 373), bishop of Alexandria, also tells us that the Jews handed down their canon with 1,2Samuel being reckoned as one book, 1,2Kings as one book and 1,2Chronicles as one.

"There are, then, of the Old Testament, twenty-two books in number; for, as I have heard, it is handed down that this is the number of the letters among the Hebrews; their respective order and names being as follows. The first is Genesis , then Exodus , next Leviticus , after that Numbers , and then Deuteronomy. Following these there is Joshua , the son of Nun, then Judges , then Ruth. And again, after these four books of Kings, the first and second being reckoned as one book, and so likewise the third and fourth as one book. And again, the first and second of the Chronicles are reckoned as one book. Again Ezra , the first and second are similarly one book. After these there is the book of Psalm , then the Proverbs , next Ecclesiastes , and the Song of Songs. Job follows, then the Prophets, the twelve being reckoned as one book. Then Isaiah , one book, then Jeremiah with Baruch ,, Lamentations , and the epistle, one book; afterwards, Ezekiel and Daniel , each one book. Thus far constitutes the Old Testament." (Easter Letter No 39 for A.D 367, 4) 35]

35] Athanasius, Festal Letters, trans. Archibald Robertson, in Select Writings and Letters of Athanasius, Bishop of Alexandria, in A Select Library of Nicene and Post-Nicene Fathers of the Christian Church, A New Series, vol 4, eds. Henry Wace and Philip Schaff (Oxford: Parker and Company, c 1891), 552.

Jerome (A.D 342-420) divided Samuel and Kings into four books entitled "1, 2, 3,4Kings" in the Latin Vulgate. 36]

36] Henry B. Swete, An Introduction to Old Testament in Greek (Cambridge: University Press, 1902), 214.

Thus, it appears that sometime between the writing of the LXX and the early Church, the books of Samuel, Kings and Chronicles were divided. For study purposes these historical books 1, 2 Samuel , 1, 2 Kings , 1, 2Chronicles will be treated without these divisions.

01 Chapter 1 

Verses 1-17 

2 Chronicles 1:10 Give me now wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this people: for who can judge this thy people, that is so great?
2 Chronicles 1:10 — "Give me now wisdom and knowledge, that I may go out and come in before this people" - Comments- This prayer for wisdom is based upon his father"s charge to him during his anointing as king. King David charged him to know God ( 1 Chronicles 28:9).

1 Chronicles 28:9, "And thou, Solomon my Song of Solomon , know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a willing mind: for the LORD searcheth all hearts, and understandeth all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off for ever."

02 Chapter 2 
03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-17 

2 Chronicles 3:1 Then Solomon began to build the house of the LORD at Jerusalem in mount Moriah, where the LORD appeared unto David his father, in the place that David had prepared in the threshingfloor of Ornan the Jebusite.
2 Chronicles 3:1 — Word Study on "Moriah" - Strong says the Hebrew word "Moriah" ( מוֹרִיָּה) (H 4179) literally means, "seen of Jah," and comes from two Hebrew words, the primitive root ( רָאָה) (H 7200), which means, "to see," and from ( יָהּ) (H 3050), which is a contraction of ( יְהוָֹה) (H 3068), meaning "YHWH, or Jehovah." Thus, it carries the meaning, "the place where YHWH is seen," or "the place where YHWH sees."

This word is used only two times in the entire Old Testament. The other use is found in Genesis 22:2, when God instructed Abraham instructed to offer Isaac upon this same mount.

Genesis 22:2, "And he said, Take now thy Song of Solomon , thine only son Isaac, whom thou lovest, and get thee into the land of Moriah; and offer him there for a burnt offering upon one of the mountains which I will tell thee of."

04 Chapter 4 
05 Chapter 5 

Verses 1-14 

2 Chronicles 5:14 So that the priests could not stand to minister by reason of the cloud: for the glory of the LORD had filled the house of God.
2 Chronicles 5:14 — "could not stand to minister" - Comments- When God's presence comes into a place, man is not even able to stand up. He becomes weak and falls down.

06 Chapter 6 

Verses 1-42 

2 Chronicles 6:33 Then hear thou from the heavens, even from thy dwelling place, and do according to all that the stranger calleth to thee for; that all people of the earth may know thy name, and fear thee, as doth thy people Israel, and may know that this house which I have built is called by thy name.
2 Chronicles 6:32-33 — Comments- Solomon Prays for the Gentiles - In 2 Chronicles 6:32-33 King Solomon prayed for the Gentiles who would come to the Temple in Jerusalem to call upon the name of the God of Israel. Such Gentiles would have heard and seen the great works of God and would come to receive His salvation and deliverance in their own lives. This shows that the Temple was to serve as a testimony to the nations of the earth that there was a God in heaven who could be approached. This prayer revealed that Solomon understood his office and ministry extended beyond the land of Israel and unto the nations. This would help explain why Solomon's writings of Proverbs , Ecclesiastes and the Song of Solomon are not designated for the Jews alone, but address all mankind.

07 Chapter 7 

Verses 1-22 

2 Chronicles 7:1 Now when Solomon had made an end of praying, the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices; and the glory of the LORD filled the house.
2 Chronicles 7:1 — "the fire came down from heaven, and consumed the burnt offering and the sacrifices" - Comments- This event took place during the dedication of the Temple. This fire also came down and consumed the sacrifice of Moses at the dedication of the Tabernacle in the wilderness. Note:

Leviticus 9:24, "And there came a fire out from before the LORD, and consumed upon the altar the burnt offering and the fat: which when all the people saw, they shouted, and fell on their faces."

The angel accepted the sacrifice of Manoah, the father of Samson by consuming it with fire. 

Judges 13:19, "So Manoah took a kid with a meat offering, and offered it upon a rock unto the LORD: and the angel did wondrously; and Manoah and his wife looked on. For it came to pass, when the flame went up toward heaven from off the altar, that the angel of the LORD ascended in the flame of the altar. And Manoah and his wife looked on it, and fell on their faces to the ground."

A fire from heaven consumed the sacrifice of King David at the threshing floor of Ornan.

1 Chronicles 21:26, "And David built there an altar unto the LORD, and offered burnt offerings and peace offerings, and called upon the LORD and he answered him from heaven by fire upon the altar of burnt offering."

Fire also consumed the sacrifice of Elijah on Mount Carmel.

1 Kings 18:38, "Then the fire of the LORD fell, and consumed the burnt sacrifice, and the wood, and the stones, and the dust, and licked up the water that was in the trench."

In addition, during the time of Moses, God consumed the children of Israel with fire as a form of judgment ( Numbers 11:1-2; Numbers 16:35). 

2 Chronicles 7:2 And the priests could not enter into the house of the LORD, because the glory of the LORD had filled the LORD"S house.
2 Chronicles 7:2 — Comments- The description of glory of the Lord filling Solomon's Temple in 2 Chronicles 7:1-2 is similar to Revelation 15:8, when the glory of God fills the Temple in Heaven.

2 Chronicles 7:12 And the LORD appeared to Solomon by night, and said unto him, I have heard thy prayer, and have chosen this place to myself for an house of sacrifice. 
2 Chronicles 7:12 — "and have chosen this place to myself for an house of sacrifice" - Comments- The Lord spoke to Moses five hundred years earlier in the book of Deuteronomy that He would chose a place to put His name ( Deuteronomy 12:5). God"s promise in Deuteronomy was fulfilled in 2 Chronicles 7:12.

Deuteronomy 12:5, "But unto the place which the LORD your God shall choose out of all your tribes to put his name there, even unto his habitation shall ye seek, and thither thou shalt come:"

The Jews believed that Jerusalem was the center of the universe. 37] They believed that Adam was created on the rock where the Temple was built. 38] They also believed that this was upon the Dome of the Rock at the Temple mound where Abraham offered up Isaac. 39]

37] The Babylonian Talmud reads, "The sages, however, said: The world was created beginning with Zion. As it is written [Ps. l 1, 2]: ‘The God of Gods, the Lord Speaketh,' etc. ‘Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty'; That signifies, from Zion began to be the beauty of the whole world. In another Boraitha we have learned: R. Eliezer the Great said, It is written [Gen. ii 4]: ‘These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were created, on the day that the Lord God made earth and heaven.' The luminous stars, etc, were created from the heavens, and all earthly things from the earth. But the sages say: Everything was created from Zion. As it is written [Ps. l. i]: ‘A Psalm of Assaph. The God of gods,' etc. ‘The perfection of beauty,' i.e, the beauty of the whole world." See Michael L. Rodkinson, "Tract Yomah (Day of Atonment)," in New Edition of the Babylonian Talmud, vol 6 (Boston: New Talmud Publishing Company, 1903), 78; Louis Ginzberg writes, "The construction of the earth was begun at the centre, with the foundation stone of the Temple, the Eben Shetiyah, for the Holy Land is at the central point of the surface of the earth, Jerusalem is at the central point of Palestine, and the Temple is situated at the centre of the Holy City. In the sanctuary itself the Hekal is the centre, and the holy Ark occupies the centre of the Hekal, built on the foundation stone, which thus is at the centre of the earth." See Louis Ginzberg, Legend of the Jews, vol 1, trans. Henrietta Szold (Philadelphia, PA: The Jewish Publication of America, 1909), 12.

38] Louis Ginsberg writes, "It is a beautiful and certainly an original idea of the rabbis that ‘Adan was created from the dust of the place where the sanctuary was to rise for the atonement of all human sin,' so that sin should never be a permanent or inherent part of mans nature. (Gen. R. xiv, Yer. Naz. vii 56b)." see Louis Ginsberg, "Adam," in The Jewish Encyclopedia, vol 1, ed. Isidore Singer (New York: Funk and Wagnalls Company, 1901), 176.

39] Max Seligsohn, "Moriah," in The Jewish Encyclopedia, vol 9, ed. Isidore Singer (New York: KTAV Publishing House, no date), 17. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14 — "then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land" - Comments- The story of Hezekiah"s restoration of Temple worship ( 2 Chronicles 29-31) is a good example of 2 Chronicles 7:14.

Hear their prayer:

2 Chronicles 30:27, "Then the priests the Levites arose and blessed the people: and their voice was heard, and their prayer came up to his holy dwelling place, even unto heaven."

Forgive their sin:

2 Chronicles 30:18-20, "For a multitude of the people, even many of Ephraim, and Prayer of Manasseh , Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet did they eat the passover otherwise than it was written. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, The good LORD pardon every one That prepareth his heart to seek God, the LORD God of his fathers, though he be not cleansed according to the purification of the sanctuary. And the LORD hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the people."

Heal their land:

2 Chronicles 30:20, "And the LORD hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the people."

Why? 

They humbled themselves:

2 Chronicles 30:11-12, "Nevertheless divers of Asher and Manasseh and of Zebulun humbled themselves, and came to Jerusalem. Also in Judah the hand of God was to give them one heart to do the commandment of the king and of the princes, by the word of the LORD."

They prayed: 

2 Chronicles 30:18, "For a multitude of the people, even many of Ephraim, and Prayer of Manasseh , Issachar, and Zebulun, had not cleansed themselves, yet did they eat the passover otherwise than it was written. But Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, The good LORD pardon every one"

They sought God's face:

2 Chronicles 29:20, "Then Hezekiah the king rose early, and gathered the rulers of the city, and went up to the house of the LORD."

They turned from their wicked ways: 

08 Chapter 8 

09 Chapter 9 

Verses 1-31 

2 Chronicles 9:1-9 — The Queen of Sheba Meets King Solomon ( 1 Kings 10:1-13) - Myles Munroe teaches about kingdom principles. He explains that when a king heard of another king, there was competition to demonstrate one's greatness over the other. One king would visit the other and bring a great gift, with the intent of out giving the weaker king. The king that gave the larger offering was considered the greater king. He explains that when the queen of Sheba came to King Solomon she came with a great offering in order to test his greatness. When she arrived, she saw the prosperity of Solomon's kingdom and the wisdom that he spoke. The queen of Sheba saw something so magnificent that she became speechless. She saw the king's servants ministering in each of their offices with joy and under the anointing. She saw a Temple that was built and designed under the inspiration of divine ideas. Its artwork and craftsmanship were unique upon the earth and had never been done before. She met a king in whom dwelt the Spirit and wisdom of God, something that she could not match. It took her breath away. He responded by giving to the queen all of her heart's desire. Thus, she acknowledged his greatness.

2 Chronicles 9:3 And when the queen of Sheba had seen the Wisdom of Solomon , and the house that he had built,
2 Chronicles 9:3 — "And when the queen of Sheba had seen the wisdom of Solomon" - Comments- You must be around wise men to understand true wisdom and to become wise yourself. Being in someone"s presence to learn is by far the greatest teaching tool. Jesus took twelve men and brought them beside Him so that they would not only hear His preaching, but see His life.

2 Chronicles 9:7 Happy are thy men, and happy are these thy servants, which stand continually before thee, and hear thy wisdom.
2 Chronicles 9:7 — Comments- King Solomon's servants were happy. This happiness, or joy, is an outward sign of the anointing. When I first began to work as an altar worker in the ministry of helps, I used to enjoy going to church and serving in this capacity. I eventually learned that this happiness or joy that I felt was because I was serving in an anointing in the ministry of helps.

2 Chronicles 9:8 Blessed be the LORD thy God, which delighted in thee to set thee on his throne, to be king for the LORD thy God: because thy God loved Israel, to establish them for ever, therefore made he thee king over them, to do judgment and justice.
10 Chapter 10 

Verses 1-19 

2 Chronicles 10:7 And they spake unto him, saying, If thou be kind to this people, and please them, and speak good words to them, they will be thy servants for ever.
2 Chronicles 10:7 — Comments- How important this truth is for those who are managers in business. A manager must learn not to discourage or provoke the employees. Rather, in order to get the most out of them, a manager must us words to encourage and build up, rather than words that will tear down. 

11 Chapter 11 

Verses 1-23 

2 Chronicles 11:21-22 — Comments- Abijah, the son of Maachah, Rehoboam"s favourite wife, did in fact become the next king in 2 Chronicles 13:1.

2 Chronicles 13:1, "Now in the eighteenth year of king Jeroboam began Abijah to reign over Judah."

12 Chapter 12 

Verses 1-16 

2 Chronicles 12:7-8 — Comments - God's Omniscience- God knows the hearts of men and He does as He pleases to them ( Psalm 135:6). 

Psalm 135:6, "Whatsoever the LORD pleased, that did he in heaven, and in earth, in the seas, and all deep places."

2 Chronicles 12:9-10 — Comments - Rehoboam Replaces Brass for Gold- Kenneth Hagin teaches that Solomon used pure gold to build the Temple. When Rehoboam replaced the golden shields with shields of brass, he replaced God's order of worship for a substitute. Brass is an alloy, a mixture of copper and zinc. As a type and figure for us today, when we worship the Lord in the flesh and not in the Spirit, we are substituting brass for gold. Note these words:

"As Jesus and I were standing above the crown talking, He said to me, ‘In this Charismatic move, Christians have brought the brass of the world into the temple of the Lord as a substitute for pure gold. Therefore, I can only bless My people so far, because they've substituted brass for gold. They've brought the clapping and the dancing of the world into the temple.'" 40]

40] Kenneth Hagin, Plans Pursuits and Purposes (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1988, 1993), 85, 93.

The pure gold represented the worship of God in the Spirit from a pure heart. The brass represents the flesh. But the two look very much alike. You have to look closely in order to tell the difference. We cannot go back to the Old Testament and pick up their dances and worship as they did under the Old Covenant. Hagin notes that there in no mention of dancing in the New Testament. However, there are times when the Holy Spirit moves upon someone to dance "in the Spirit". But often times, when people move out into the aisles to dance, they are just putting on a show in the flesh. Dancing done in the Spirit blessing everyone and allows the Spirit to move in the meeting. Dancing in the flesh quenches the Spirit. Hagin quotes what Jesus said to him:

"It is unscriptural to dance before the Lord in the New Testament. But it is scriptural to dance in the Spirit." 41]

41] Kenneth Hagin, Plans Pursuits and Purposes (Tulsa, Oklahoma: Faith Library Publications, c 1988, 1993), 97.

13 Chapter 13 

Verses 1-22 

2 Chronicles 13:7 — "And there are gathered unto him vain men, the children of Belial" - Comments- After winning the United States presidential election of November, 2000, the president-elect George Bush began to chose his cabinet. It became immediately apparent that he was choosing strong and able men and women to surround him in his presidency. This stood in stark contrast to the preceding 8- year presidency of Bill Clinton. One of the characteristics of the Clinton administration was the fact that he surrounded himself with liberals, with those who despised God"s Word, with homosexuals and lesbians, with special interest group. The Clinton administration was one of the most corrupt presidential administrations in history. He surrounded himself with weak people, people who could not threaten his decisions and judgment. President Clinton distanced himself from his Vice-President, from the Senate and House of Representatives. For these were all people who could think and reason between right and wrong.

We see Jeroboam"s administration weak and corrupt. This stood in contrast to the strong and able anointed men that David surrounded himself with during his entire reign as king over Israel. King David wanted the best decisions made. Jeroboam wanted to be the only decision-maker and do what was best for himself only, and not for the people.

We see this same weakness in Jephthah, who also gathered to himself weak men ( Judges 11:3).

Judges 11:3, "Then Jephthah fled from his brethren, and dwelt in the land of Tob: and there were gathered vain men to Jephthah, and went out with him."

14 Chapter 14 

Verses 1-15 

2 Chronicles 14:1-2 — Comments - The Reward of Righteousness is Peace- The Lord brings peace to a kingdom when a righteous king rules ( Proverbs 16:7).

Proverbs 16:7, "When a man"s ways please the LORD, he maketh even his enemies to be at peace with him."

15 Chapter 15 

16 Chapter 16 

Verses 1-14 

2 Chronicles 16:9 — "For the eyes of the Lord run to and fro" - Scripture References- 
Zechariah 3:9, "For behold the stone that I have laid before Joshua; upon one stone shall be seven eyes: behold, I will engrave the graving thereof, saith the LORD of hosts, and I will remove the iniquity of that land in one day."

Zechariah 4:10, "For who hath despised the day of small things? For they shall rejoice, and shall see the plummet in the hand of Zerubbabel with those seven; they are the eyes of the LORD, which run to and fro through the whole earth."

Revelation 4:5, "And out of the throne proceeded lightnings and thunderings and voices: and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God."

Revelation 5:6-7, "And I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth. And he came and took the book out of the right hand of him that sat upon the throne."

2 Chronicles 16:14 And they buried him in his own sepulchres, which he had made for himself in the city of David, and laid him in the bed which was filled with sweet odours and divers kinds of spices prepared by the apothecaries" art: and they made a very great burning for him.
2 Chronicles 16:14 — "they made a very great burning for him" - Comments- Scholars have given several interpretations of the phrase "they made a very great burning for him." It either refers to the burning of spices, or to the cremation of King Asa's body.

17 Chapter 17 

18 Chapter 18 

Verses 1-34 

2 Chronicles 18:16 Then he said, I did see all Israel scattered upon the mountains, as sheep that have no shepherd: and the LORD said, These have no master; let them return therefore every man to his house in peace.
2 Chronicles 18:16 — Comments- The Gospel of Mark ( Mark 6:34) alludes to 2 Chronicles 18:16.

Mark 6:34, "And Jesus, when he came out, saw much people, and was moved with compassion toward them, because they were as sheep not having a shepherd: and he began to teach them many things."

19 Chapter 19 

20 Chapter 20 

Verses 1-37 

2 Chronicles 20:1-30 — Jehoshaphat Defeats the Moabites with Praise to the Lord- Jehoshaphat was the king of Judah from c 873 B.C. to 849 B.C.

In his book The Hallelujah Factor Jack Taylor uses the story of Jehoshaphat's defeat of the Moabites when he teaches on ‘The Process of Praise" (chpt 3). 42]

42] Jack Taylor, The Hallelujah Factor, revised edition (Mansfield, PA: Kingdom Publishing, c 1983, 1999), 29-35.

Jehoshaphat's prayer ( 2 Chronicles 20:6-12).

1. Reminder of God's exalted position (vs 6)

2. Recounting of God's efficient performance (vs 7)

3. A reliance upon God' enabling power or promises (vs 8-9)

4. Honest description of the problem (vs 10-11)

5. Cease all trust in flesh (vs 12)

6. Completely concentrated on God ( 2 Chronicles 20:12)

Israel praised the Lord and obeyed His word ( 2 Chronicles 20:13-28)

7. They continued before God (vs 13)

8. They heard from God (vs 14-17)

9. They worshipped God (vs 18-19)

10.They obeyed God (vs 20-23)

11. They saw God's miraculous deliverance ( 2 Chronicles 20:24)

12. They collected spoil of crisis (vs 25)

13. They praised God (vs 26-28)

The result was rest and peace and protection from God ( 2 Chronicles 20:29-30)

Note how praise continued throughout the problem in various forms. Praise overcame fear and resulted in rest and peace.

2 Chronicles 20:1 It came to pass after this also, that the children of Moab, and the children of Ammon, and with them other beside the Ammonites, came against Jehoshaphat to battle.
2 Chronicles 20:1 — "with them other beside the Ammonites" - Comments- According to 2 Chronicles 20:10, these others who joined the Moabites and Ammonites were the inhabitants of Mount Seir.

2 Chronicles 20:10, "And now, behold, the children of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, whom thou wouldest not let Israel invade, when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them, and destroyed them not;"

2 Chronicles 20:1 — Word Study on "Jehoshaphat" - Strong says the Hebrew name "Jehoshaphat" ( יְהוֹשָׁפָט) (H 3092) means, "Jehovah-judged." PTW says it means, "Jehovah is judge."

2 Chronicles 20:1 — Comments- Moab and Ammon were descendants of Lot. PTW says the Hebrew name "Moab" means, "from my father." PTW says the Hebrew name Ammon (Ben ammi) means, "son of my people." ( Genesis 19:37-38)

Genesis 19:37-38, "And the firstborn bare a Song of Solomon , and called his name Moab: the same is the father of the Moabites unto this day.And the younger, she also bare a Song of Solomon , and called his name Benammi: the same is the father of the children of Ammon unto this day."

2 Chronicles 20:2 Then there came some that told Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great multitude against thee from beyond the sea on this side Syria; and, behold, they be in Hazazontamar, which is Engedi.
2 Chronicles 20:2 — Comments- The news comes. Mary times in life when the news of a crisis comes, no words of faith or encouragement are given with the bad report. Note how the four servants came to Job in the first chapter of the book and gave him all the bad news and no hope.

2 Chronicles 20:3 And Jehoshaphat feared, and set himself to seek the LORD, and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah.
2 Chronicles 20:3 — "And Jehoshaphat feared" - Comments- The circumstances looked so bad that fear was the immediate response. Fear is normally the mind's first response, but fear can be overcome ( Matthew 10:28, Luke 8:50).

Matthew 10:28, "And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell."

Luke 8:50, "But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole."

The result that we long for from God are "rest and peace," which happened in 2 Chronicles 20:30.

2 Chronicles 20:30, "So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: for his God gave him rest round about."

"and set himself to seek the LORD" - Comments- The key to overcoming fear begins with us seeking God personally! Note Jehoshaphat's prayer in 2 Chronicles 20:6-12 :

1. 2 Chronicles 20:6-7 = Acknowledges who God is. 

2. 2 Chronicles 20:8-9 = Recognising God's promises.

3. 2 Chronicles 20:10-11 = Explaining the situation to God (God already knew).

4. 2 Chronicles 20:12 = Making the Request.

"and proclaimed a fast throughout all Judah" - Comments- Fasting humbles a man's soul ( Psalm 35:13). This was part of the requirement in 2 Chronicles 7:14. The whole Prayer of Manasseh , spirit, body and soul can humble himself before God.

Psalm 35:13, "But as for me, when they were sick, my clothing was sackcloth: I humbled my soul with fasting; and my prayer returned into mine own bosom."

2 Chronicles 7:14, "If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land."

2 Chronicles 20:4 And Judah gathered themselves together, to ask help of the LORD: even out of all the cities of Judah they came to seek the LORD.
2 Chronicles 20:4 — Comments- There is much more power in a praying congregation; so it is in a church and family prayer group ( Matthew 18:18-20).

Matthew 18:18-20, "Verily I say unto you, Whatsoever ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever ye shall loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. Again I say unto you, That if two of you shall agree on earth as touching any thing that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of my Father which is in heaven. For where two or three are gathered together in my name, there am I in the midst of them."

2 Chronicles 20:5 And Jehoshaphat stood in the congregation of Judah and Jerusalem, in the house of the LORD, before the new court,
2 Chronicles 20:5 — Comments- They went to God according to Hebrews 4:16, based upon God's grace and mercy. 

Hebrews 4:16, "Let us therefore come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in time of need."

2 Chronicles 20:6 And said, O LORD God of our fathers, art not thou God in heaven? and rulest not thou over all the kingdoms of the heathen? and in thine hand is there not power and might, so that none is able to withstand thee?
2 Chronicles 20:6 — Comments- Jehoshaphat gives God a name for the occasion. This name fits the occasion. God rules and reigns.

2 Chronicles 20:9 If, when evil cometh upon us, as the sword, judgment, or pestilence, or famine, we stand before this house, and in thy presence, (for thy name is in this house,) and cry unto thee in our affliction, then thou wilt hear and help.
2 Chronicles 20:9 — Comments- What was Jehoshaphat's sin? In chapter 18, he rejected God's prophet Micaiah, along with Ahab, and chose to believe the prophets with a lying spirit.

Compare Solomon's prayer in 1 Kings 8:33-34 and God's reply in 1 Kings 9:1-9.

2 Chronicles 20:9 — Scripture References- Note:

Exodus 20:24, "An altar of earth thou shalt make unto me, and shalt sacrifice thereon thy burnt offerings, and thy peace offerings, thy sheep, and thine oxen: in all places where I record my name I will come unto thee, and I will bless thee."

2 Chronicles 20:10 And now, behold, the children of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir, whom thou wouldest not let Israel invade, when they came out of the land of Egypt, but they turned from them, and destroyed them not;
2 Chronicles 20:10 — "And now, behold, the children of Ammon and Moab and mount Seir" - Comments- Mount Seir was in Edom, east of the Jordan River. It is located in the mountain range that runs east of the valley of Aravah from the Dead Sea to the Elanitic Gulf. (Smith)

2 Chronicles 20:12 O our God, wilt thou not judge them? for we have no might against this great company that cometh against us; neither know we what to do: but our eyes are upon thee.
2 Chronicles 20:12 — "O our God, wilt thou not judge them" - Comments- They prayed a specific prayer. Song of Solomon , God did judge them in answer to their prayer.

2 Chronicles 20:12 — "but our eyes are upon thee" - Comments- The eyes of faith are upon the Lord. Physical eyes only see physical surroundings. Spiritual insight perceives the ways of God.

2 Chronicles 20:13 And all Judah stood before the LORD, with their little ones, their wives, and their children.
2 Chronicles 20:13 — Scripture Reference- Note:

Psalm 27:14, "Wait on the LORD: be of good courage, and he shall strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the LORD."

2 Chronicles 20:14 Then upon Jahaziel the son of Zechariah , the son of Benaiah, the son of Jeiel, the son of Mattaniah, a Levite of the sons of Asaph, came the Spirit of the LORD in the midst of the congregation; 
2 Chronicles 20:14 — Comments- Most likely this lengthy description of the identity of Jahaziel the son of Zechariah was given because he was not a well-known individual to the reader of the book of Chronicles. Although there were five individuals in the Old Testament that bore this same name, 2 Chronicles 20:14 is the only reference to this particular individual. He did not prophesy often, and perhaps only on this one occasion. Thus, he may or may not have walked in the office of a prophet.

However, for the nation of Judah at this time, the genealogy of Jahaziel reveals a long and faithful history as a Levite among the people. He was apparently well-known among his own people so that his words carried authority as a divine prophecy. Had he been virtually unknown among his own people, his words would carry little weight of authority. His strong Levitical heritage prepared him for this moment as his prophecy served as the point of faith to deliver his nation.

2 Chronicles 20:15 And he said, Hearken ye, all Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem, and thou king Jehoshaphat, Thus saith the LORD unto you, Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude; for the battle is not yours, but God"s.
2 Chronicles 20:15 — "for the battle is not yours, but God"s" - Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Exodus 14:14, "The LORD shall fight for you, and ye shall hold your peace."

Joshua 23:10, "One man of you shall chase a thousand: for the LORD your God, he it is that fighteth for you, as he hath promised you."

1 Samuel 17:47, "And all this assembly shall know that the LORD saveth not with sword and spear: for the battle is the LORD"S, and he will give you into our hands."

Nehemiah 4:20, "In what place therefore ye hear the sound of the trumpet, resort ye thither unto us: our God shall fight for us."

Zechariah 4:6, "Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts."

2 Chronicles 20:15 — "Be not afraid nor dismayed by reason of this great multitude" - Scripture References- Note similar verses:

Luke 8:50, "But when Jesus heard it, he answered him, saying, Fear not: believe only, and she shall be made whole."

Hebrews 13:5-6, "Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee. So that we may boldly say, The Lord is my helper, and I will not fear what man shall do unto me."

2 Chronicles 20:16 To morrow go ye down against them: behold, they come up by the cliff of Ziz; and ye shall find them at the end of the brook, before the wilderness of Jeruel.
2 Chronicles 20:16 — Comments- The Ascent of Ziz is the pass running from the western shore of the Dead Sea north of Engedi to the wilderness of Judah. (ISBE) 43]

43] "Ziz, Ascent of," in International Standard Bible Encyclopedia, ed. James Orr (Grand Rapids, Michigan: Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co, c 1915, 1939), in The Sword Project, v 1511 [CD-ROM] (Temple, AZ: CrossWire Bible Society, 1990-2008).

2 Chronicles 20:17 Ye shall not need to fight in this battle: set yourselves, stand ye still, and see the salvation of the LORD with you, O Judah and Jerusalem: fear not, nor be dismayed; to morrow go out against them: for the LORD will be with you.
2 Chronicles 20:17 — Scripture References- Note similar verses:

2 Corinthians 10:4-6, "(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;) Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ;And having in a readiness to revenge all disobedience, when your obedience is fulfilled."

Ephesians 6:12, "For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places."

2 Chronicles 20:17 — Comments- Take your position on God's Word and stand firm on it.

2 Chronicles 20:19 And the Levites, of the children of the Kohathites, and of the children of the Korhites, stood up to praise the LORD God of Israel with a loud voice on high. 
2 Chronicles 20:15-19 — Comments- Jehoshaphat's Speech- Note a similar speech when Moses spoke to the children of Israel at the Red Sea ( Exodus 14:13). 

Exodus 14:13, "And Moses said unto the people, Fear ye not, stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which he will shew to you to day: for the Egyptians whom ye have seen to day, ye shall see them again no more for ever."

2 Chronicles 20:20 And they rose early in the morning, and went forth into the wilderness of Tekoa: and as they went forth, Jehoshaphat stood and said, Hear me, O Judah, and ye inhabitants of Jerusalem; Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper.
2 Chronicles 20:20 — "Believe in the LORD your God, so shall ye be established; believe his prophets, so shall ye prosper" - Word Study on "Believe… shall ye be established" - Strong says the Hebrew word "believe" and "shall be established" "âman" ( אָמַן) (H 539) figuratively means, "to render (or be) firm or faithful, to trust or believe, to be permanent or quiet."

Word Study on "so shall ye prosper" - Strong says the Hebrew word "so shall ye prosper" ( צָלַח) (H 6743) means, "break out, come (mightily), go over, be good, be meet, be profitable, to prosper."

Scripture References- Note:

John 6:29, "Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent."

2 Chronicles 20:21 And when he had consulted with the people, he appointed singers unto the LORD, and that should praise the beauty of holiness, as they went out before the army, and to say, Praise the LORD for his mercy endureth for ever.
2 Chronicles 20:21 — Comments- The front line consisted of praises ( Psalm 8:2; Psalm 22:3).

Psalm 8:2, "Out of the mouth of babes and sucklings hast thou ordained strength because of thine enemies, that thou mightest still the enemy and the avenger."

Psalm 22:3, "But thou art holy, O thou that inhabitest the praises of Israel."

2 Chronicles 20:21 — Scripture References- Note:

Matthew 11:25, "At that time Jesus answered and said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and hast revealed them unto babes."

1 Corinthians 1:27-31, "But God hath chosen the foolish things of the world to confound the wise; and God hath chosen the weak things of the world to confound the things which are mighty; And base things of the world, and things which are despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are not, to bring to nought things that are: That no flesh should glory in his presence. But of him are ye in Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us Wisdom of Solomon , and righteousness, and sanctification, and redemption: That, according as it is written, He that glorieth, let him glory in the Lord."

2 Chronicles 20:22 And when they began to sing and to praise, the LORD set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir, which were come against Judah; and they were smitten.
2 Chronicles 20:22 — "the LORD set ambushments against the children of Ammon, Moab, and mount Seir" - Comments- John Gill gives two views as to the meaning of these ambushments. Either they were ambushments that has been set up against Israel, but turned upon themselves, or they were angels. 44]

44] John Gill, 2 Chronicles , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on 2Chronicles .

2 Chronicles 20:22 — "and they were smitten" - Comments- Gesenius says the Hebrew word ( נָגַף) (H 5062) means, "to be smitten, defeated" in the Nifal.

2 Chronicles 20:22 — Comments- God began to move when his people began to praise God.

2 Chronicles 20:26 And on the fourth day they assembled themselves in the valley of Berachah; for there they blessed the LORD: therefore the name of the same place was called, The valley of Berachah, unto this day.
2 Chronicles 20:26 — Word Study on "Berachah" - PTW says the Hebrew name "Berachah" means, "blessing."

2 Chronicles 20:27 Then they returned, every man of Judah and Jerusalem, and Jehoshaphat in the forefront of them, to go again to Jerusalem with joy; for the LORD had made them to rejoice over their enemies. 
2 Chronicles 20:30 So the realm of Jehoshaphat was quiet: for his God gave him rest round about. 
2 Chronicles 20:30 — "quiet ... rest" - Comments- This is the result of allowing God to handle our crises.

2 Chronicles 20:34 Now the rest of the acts of Jehoshaphat, first and last, behold, they are written in the book of Jehu the son of Hanani, who is mentioned in the book of the kings of Israel.
2 Chronicles 20:34 — "they are written in the book of Jehu the son of Hanani, who is mentioned in the book of the kings of Israel" - Scripture References- Note:

1 Kings 16:1, "Then the word of the LORD came to Jehu the son of Hanani against Baasha, saying,"

1 Kings 16:7, "And also by the hand of the prophet Jehu the son of Hanani came the word of the LORD against Baasha, and against his house, even for all the evil that he did in the sight of the LORD, in provoking him to anger with the work of his hands, in being like the house of Jeroboam; and because he killed him."

21 Chapter 21 

22 Chapter 22 

Verses 1-12 

2 Chronicles 22:2 Forty and two years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother"s name also was Athaliah the daughter of Omri.
2 Chronicles 22:2 — "Forty and two years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign" - Comments- We see in the parallel passage of 2 Kings 8:26 that Ahaziah began to reign at the age of twenty-two, and not at the age of forty-two, as this verse states. 

2 Kings 8:26, "Two and twenty years old was Ahaziah when he began to reign; and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. And his mother"s name was Athaliah, the daughter of Omri king of Israel."

The Hebrew text of 2 Kings 8:26 literally reads, "a son of twenty and two years (was) Ahaziah in his reign, and one year he reigned in Jerusalem..." (YLT), and the Hebrew text of 2 Chronicles 22:2 literally reads, "a son of forty and two…"

Hebrew ( בֶּן־עֶשְׂרִ֨ים וּשְׁתַּ֤יִם) - "son of twenty and two" ( 2 Kings 2:26)

Hebrew ( בֶּן־אַרְבָּעִ֨ים וּשְׁתַּ֤יִם) - "son of forty and two" ( 2 Chronicles 22:2)

If Jehoram, the father of Ahaziah began to reign when he was thirty-two years old, and reigned eight years ( 2 Kings 8:17), and so died, being forty years old, then it would not be possible for his son Ahaziah to have reached the age of forty-two before his father's early death. Thus, the age of twenty-two is more likely correct, requiring Jehoram to give birth to Ahaziah, his Song of Solomon , at the age of eighteen-years old.

2 Kings 8:17, "Thirty and two years old was he (Jehoram) when he began to reign; and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem."

2 Chronicles 22:2 (LXX) agrees with the reading in 2 Kings 8:26.

"Ochozias began to reign when he was twenty years old, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem: and his mother"s name was Gotholia, the daughter of Ambri." (Brenton)

The YLT also corrects the date in its translation of 2 Chronicles 22:2, "A son of twenty and two years is Ahaziah in his reigning, and one year he hath reigned in Jerusalem, and the name of his mother is Athaliah daughter of Omri;"

There are several views scholars propose to explain this apparent discrepancy. 

1. The Age of Jehoram- The literally meaning of "son of forty and two" could have been referring to the age of Ahaziah's father, Jehoram. However, his father died at the age of forty, so this reasoning does not add up with the numbers stated in the text. There is not reason to follow this explanation outside of speculation.

2. The Age of Ahaziah's Mother - Some scholars suggest that the age of forty-two was a reference to the age of his mother, since she appears to have dominated him by leading him in the way of the kings of Israel. Again, there is not reason to follow this explanation outside of speculation.

3. The Age of Omri's Dynasty of Kings - John Lightfoot suggests that the text intends to say that Ahaziah was the son of two and forty years; namely, of the house of Omri, his mother's grandfather. Thus, this date refers to the forty-second year of the reign of his mother's dynasty over Israel, and she is mentioned in this same verse. 45] However, if we add up the periods of Omri's reign (8 years), of Ahab's reign (22years), of Ahaziah's reign (2years) to the twelfth year of Joram's reign over Israel, we get 44years and not 42.

45] John Lightfoot, The Whole Works of the Rev. John Lightfoot, D.D, vol 4, ed. John Rogers Pitman (London: J. F. Dove, 1822), 106, 174.

1 Kings 16:23, "In the thirty and first year of Asa king of Judah began Omri to reign over Israel, twelve years: six years reigned he in Tirzah."

1 Kings 16:29, "And in the thirty and eighth year of Asa king of Judah began Ahab the son of Omri to reign over Israel: and Ahab the son of Omri reigned over Israel in Samaria twenty and two years."

1 Kings 22:51, "Ahaziah the son of Ahab began to reign over Israel in Samaria the seventeenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah, and reigned two years over Israel.

Thus, there is not reason to believe this age refers to the reign of a different person or dynasty apart from speculation.

4. Copyist Error- Most scholars seem to agree that this is the error of a copier. It can be agreed that the writing of these two Hebrew Numbers , ( כב) twenty-two and ( מב) forty-two and, are similar, although the spelling of these two Numbers , ( בֶּן־עֶשְׂרִ֨ים וּשְׁתַּ֤יִם) twenty-two and ( בֶּן־אַרְבָּעִ֨ים וּשְׁתַּ֤יִם) forty-two, are not similar. The explanation that this is most likely the error of a copyist seems to be confirmed by the fact that a number of ancient manuscripts have taken the liberty to correct this spelling from forty-two to twenty-two.

23 Chapter 23 

24 Chapter 24 

Verses 1-27 

2 Chronicles 24:20-21 Comments- The Stoning of Zechariah - Jesus refers to the stoning of Zechariah in Luke 11:51.

Luke 11:51, "From the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, which perished between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be required of this generation."

2 Chronicles 24:22 Thus Joash the king remembered not the kindness which Jehoiada his father had done to him, but slew his son. And when he died, he said, The LORD look upon it, and require it.
2 Chronicles 24:22 — "And when he died, he said, The LORD look upon it, and require it" - Comments- Zacharias prophesied that the Lord would require judgment for this death. Jesus confirmed this prophecy in Matthew 23:35. 

Matthew 23:35, "That upon you may come all the righteous blood shed upon the earth, from the blood of righteous Abel unto the blood of Zacharias son of Barachias, whom ye slew between the temple and the altar."

25 Chapter 25 

Verses 1-28 

2 Chronicles 25:4 — Comments- The place in the Law where this is written is Deuteronomy 24:16, "The fathers shall not be put to death for the children, neither shall the children be put to death for the fathers: every man shall be put to death for his own sin."

2 Chronicles 25:5 Moreover Amaziah gathered Judah together, and made them captains over thousands, and captains over hundreds, according to the houses of their fathers, throughout all Judah and Benjamin: and he numbered them from twenty years old and above, and found them three hundred thousand choice men, able to go forth to war, that could handle spear and shield.
2 Chronicles 25:5 — "he numbered them" - Comments- Why did God not judge Amaziah as He did David for numbering the people?

26 Chapter 26 

Verses 1-23 

2 Chronicles 26:1-23 — The Reign of Uzziah Over Judah (792-740 B.C.) (see 2 Kings 15:1-7) - 2 Chronicles 26:1-23 records the reign of Uzziah over Judah.

2 Chronicles 26:1 Then all the people of Judah took Uzziah, who was sixteen years old, and made him king in the room of his father Amaziah.
2 Chronicles 26:1 — Comments- King Uzziah "'Uzziyah" ( עֻזִּיָּה, עֻזִּיָּהוּ) (H 5818) is called by the name "Azariah" ( עֲזַרְיָה, עֲזַרְיָהוּ) in 2 Kings 14:21 to 2 Kings 15:7.

27 Chapter 27 

28 Chapter 28 

Verses 1-27 

2 Chronicles 28:5 Wherefore the LORD his God delivered him into the hand of the king of Syria; and they smote him, and carried away a great multitude of them captives, and brought them to Damascus. And he was also delivered into the hand of the king of Israel, who smote him with a great slaughter.
2 Chronicles 28:5 — "the king of Syria" - Comments- The king of Syria was Rezin ( 2 Kings 16:5).

2 Kings 16:5, "Then Rezin king of Syria and Pekah son of Remaliah king of Israel came up to Jerusalem to war: and they besieged Ahaz, but could not overcome him."

2 Chronicles 28:16 At that time did king Ahaz send unto the kings of Assyria to help him.
2 Chronicles 28:16 — Comments- There was not a greater man of human power and authority on earth than the king of Assyria at this time in ancient history. When we look to man for help, even the most capable man we can find, we turn away from God ( Psalm 146:3). This king also failed King Ahaz in 2 Chronicles 28:21.

Psalm 146:3, "Put not your trust in princes, nor in the son of Prayer of Manasseh , in whom there is no help."

2 Chronicles 28:21, "For Ahaz took away a portion out of the house of the LORD, and out of the house of the king, and of the princes, and gave it unto the king of Assyria: but he helped him not."

2 Chronicles 28:17 For again the Edomites had come and smitten Judah, and carried away captives.
2 Chronicles 28:17 — Comments- God's curse of the sword was being poured out upon Ahaz, first by Syria, and now Edom.

2 Chronicles 28:18 The Philistines also had invaded the cities of the low country, and of the south of Judah, and had taken Bethshemesh, and Ajalon, and Gederoth, and Shocho with the villages thereof, and Timnah with the villages thereof, Gimzo also and the villages thereof: and they dwelt there.
2 Chronicles 28:18 — Comments- God was also using the Philistines to judge Israel.

2 Chronicles 28:20 And Tilgathpilneser king of Assyria came unto him, and distressed him, but strengthened him not.
2 Chronicles 28:20 — Comments- God was also using Assyria to judge Israel.

29 Chapter 29 

Verses 1-36 

2 Chronicles 29:1-36 — Hezekiah's Reforms- 2 Chronicles 29:1 to 2 Chronicles 30:27 records the reforms that King Hezekiah undertook to restore the people back to God. The cleansing of the Temple and restoration of Temple worship, along with Josiah's efforts to cleanse the Temple ( 2 Chronicles 34:8-33), are similar to Jesus cleansing the Temple in New Testament ( Matthew 21:10-17, John 2:13-22). The condition of the Jewish Temple reflected the condition of the nation's walk with God. All uncleanness was removed. The word of God was read and taught. Healing, prayer, worship and praise were reinstated in the nation. 

Note that it was the leaders of Israel who sparked the reform and return the nation back to God. This chapter opens with the condition of the Temple in disrepair ( 2 Chronicles 29:5-7) and the people in oppression ( 2 Chronicles 29:8-9) and it closes with the people rejoicing ( 2 Chronicles 29:36). It was the responsibility of their forefathers to lead their descendents into rest, and this was done by serving God. Instead, their forefathers had led them into bondage. King Josiah understood his calling as king over Judah even before he took office: because from the first day he instituted reform and restored the people back to God.

2 Chronicles 29:3-11 — Josiah Addresses the Priests and Levites - In 2 Chronicles 29:3-11 King Josiah gathers the priests and Levites before the Temple and addresses them. In this speech, he explains to them the reason for their oppression and calls them back to God.

2 Chronicles 29:3 He in the first year of his reign, in the first month, opened the doors of the house of the LORD, and repaired them.
2 Chronicles 29:3 — Comments- Hezekiah began the reform immediately.

2 Chronicles 29:5 And said unto them, Hear me, ye Levites, sanctify now yourselves, and sanctify the house of the LORD God of your fathers, and carry forth the filthiness out of the holy place.
2 Chronicles 29:5 — Comments- The removal of the filthiness from the Temple is similar to Jesus driving out the sellers of animals and moneychangers from the temple.

2 Chronicles 29:6 For our fathers have trespassed, and done that which was evil in the eyes of the LORD our God, and have forsaken him, and have turned away their faces from the habitation of the LORD, and turned their backs.
2 Chronicles 29:6 — Comments- If we forsake God, then His wrath comes ( 2 Chronicles 29:8) and the curse ( 2 Chronicles 29:9), i.e, the sword.

2 Chronicles 29:16-17 — Comments - The Cleansing of the Temple- Cleansing began from the inner chambers to the outer chambers. We also begin our cleansing from the heart to our outward actions.

2 Chronicles 29:18 Then they went in to Hezekiah the king, and said, We have cleansed all the house of the LORD, and the altar of burnt offering, with all the vessels thereof, and the shewbread table, with all the vessels thereof.
2 Chronicles 29:18 — "We have cleansed all the house of the LORD" - Comments- Nothing unclean was allowed in the Temple ( Mark 11:16).

Mark 11:16,"And would not suffer that any man should carry any vessel through the temple."

2 Chronicles 29:22 So they killed the bullocks, and the priests received the blood, and sprinkled it on the altar: likewise, when they had killed the rams, they sprinkled the blood upon the altar: they killed also the lambs, and they sprinkled the blood upon the altar. 
2 Chronicles 29:22 — Comments- After cleansing came the atonement for sins (sin is dealt with); then came worship ( 2 Chronicles 29:28), praise ( 2 Chronicles 29:30), the Word ( 2 Chronicles 29:30), healing ( 2 Chronicles 30:20) and more of the Word ( 2 Chronicles 30:22).

30 Chapter 30 

Verses 1-27 

2 Chronicles 30:2 For the king had taken counsel, and his princes, and all the congregation in Jerusalem, to keep the passover in the second month.
2 Chronicles 30:2 — Comments- Passover was normally kept in the first month Abib according to the commandment of Moses ( Leviticus 23:5, Numbers 9:5; Numbers 28:16, Deuteronomy 16:1).

Leviticus 23:5, "In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD"S passover."

Numbers 9:5, "And they kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the first month at even in the wilderness of Sinai: according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so did the children of Israel."

Numbers 28:16, "And in the fourteenth day of the first month is the passover of the LORD."

Deuteronomy 16:1, "Observe the month of Abib, and keep the passover unto the LORD thy God: for in the month of Abib the LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night."

2 Chronicles 30:6 So the posts went with the letters from the king and his princes throughout all Israel and Judah, and according to the commandment of the king, saying, Ye children of Israel, turn again unto the LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and Israel, and he will return to the remnant of you, that are escaped out of the hand of the kings of Assyria.
2 Chronicles 30:6 — "posts" - Comments- The English word "posts" means "runners," (YLT).

2 Chronicles 30:7 And be not ye like your fathers, and like your brethren, which trespassed against the LORD God of their fathers, who therefore gave them up to desolation, as ye see. 
2 Chronicles 30:8 Now be ye not stiffnecked, as your fathers were, but yield yourselves unto the LORD, and enter into his sanctuary, which he hath sanctified for ever: and serve the LORD your God, that the fierceness of his wrath may turn away from you.
2 Chronicles 30:8 — "but yield yourselves unto the LORD" - Comments- This refers to humility.

2 Chronicles 30:8 — "and serve the LORD your God" - Comments- This refers to obedience.

2 Chronicles 30:10 So the posts passed from city to city through the country of Ephraim and Manasseh even unto Zebulun: but they laughed them to scorn, and mocked them.
2 Chronicles 30:10 — Comments- When Christians today talk about the Lord to the lost world, there is often scorn. Note that shortly after this, Israel was destroyed by Assyria.

2 Chronicles 30:12 Also in Judah the hand of God was to give them one heart to do the commandment of the king and of the princes, by the word of the LORD. 
2 Chronicles 30:13 And there assembled at Jerusalem much people to keep the feast of unleavened bread in the second month, a very great congregation.
2 Chronicles 30:13 — Comments- 2 Chronicles 30:13 is a very significant verse because the last time the people of Israel had been called to assemble in Jerusalem was during the days of Solomon (note 2 Chronicles 30:26).

2 Chronicles 30:26, "So there was great joy in Jerusalem: for since the time of Solomon the son of David king of Israel there was not the like in Jerusalem."

2 Chronicles 30:20 And the LORD hearkened to Hezekiah, and healed the people.
2 Chronicles 30:20 — "the LORD hearkened to Hezekiah" - Scripture References- Note:

James 5:16, "Confess your faults one to another, and pray one for another, that ye may be healed. The effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth much."

In Matthew 21:14, Jesus also healed in the Temple.

Matthew 21:14, "And the blind and the lame came to him in the temple; and he healed them."

2 Chronicles 30:20 — "and healed the people" - Comments- 2 Chronicles 30:20 is an excellent example of the promise that God made with the children of Israel in 2 Chronicles 7:14. Hezekiah led the children of Israel into national repentance. Therefore, God was able to heal them.

2 Chronicles 7:14, "If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land."

2 Chronicles 30:21 And the children of Israel that were present at Jerusalem kept the feast of unleavened bread seven days with great gladness: and the Levites and the priests praised the LORD day by day, singing with loud instruments 
unto the LORD. 
2 Chronicles 30:22 And Hezekiah spake comfortably unto all the Levites that taught the good knowledge of the LORD: and they did eat throughout the feast seven days, offering peace offerings, and making confession to the LORD God of their fathers.
2 Chronicles 30:22 — Comments- Jesus also taught the Word of God in the Temple ( Luke 19:47).

Luke 19:47, "And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy him,"

2 Chronicles 30:27 Then the priests the Levites arose and blessed the people: and their voice was heard, and their prayer came up to his holy dwelling place, even unto heaven.
2 Chronicles 30:27 — Comments- God hears the prayer of those who have dealt with sin and have a clean temple ( Psalm 24:3-4). 

Psalm 24:3-4, "Who shall ascend into the hill of the LORD? or who shall stand in his holy place? He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart; who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, nor sworn deceitfully."

31 Chapter 31 

Verses 1-21 

2 Chronicles 31:3 He appointed also the king"s portion of his substance for the burnt offerings, to wit, for the morning and evening burnt offerings, and the burnt offerings for the sabbaths, and for the new moons, and for the set feasts, as it is written in the law of the LORD.
2 Chronicles 31:3 — Comments- These feasts are discussed in Numbers 28:1 to Numbers 29:40.

2 Chronicles 31:21 And in every work that he began in the service of the house of God, and in the law, and in the commandments, to seek his God, he did it with all his heart, and prospered.
2 Chronicles 31:21 — "he did it with all his heart, and prospered" - Comments- God does not reward those who seek Him with worldly sins in their hearts. We must come to God with genuine repentance in a pure heart. Note these words from Frances J. Roberts:

"O My people, I have called thee to repentance and confession and forgiveness and cleansing; but ye have listened to My words as though they were but slight rustlings in the tree-tops - as though they were of little consequence and could be brushed aside at will. Behold, I say unto thee: Ye cannot resist My Spirit without suffering pain; and ye cannot turn a deaf ear to My words without falling thereafter into the snare of the enemy. Ye have not cried unto Me with all your hearts, buy ye have complained that I have not heard your prayers. Lo, is it not written, ‘The Lord is the rewarder of them that diligently seek Him?' And again, ‘Then shall ye find Me, when ye seek for Me with all thy heart.' Look no more to My hand to supply freely thy needs when ye have not humbled your hearts and cleansed your hands and come to Me with the sacrifice which I have required - even a broken and a contrite heart. Ye need not listen for Me to speak to thee when your ears are heavy from listening to evil reports." 46]

46] Frances J. Roberts, Come Away My Beloved (Ojai, California: King's Farspan, Inc, 1973), 54.

Scripture References- Note similar verses in Scripture:

Deuteronomy 4:29, "But if from thence thou shalt seek the LORD thy God, thou shalt find him, if thou seek him with all thy heart and with all thy soul."

2 Chronicles 15:12, "And they entered into a covenant to seek the LORD God of their fathers with all their heart and with all their soul;"

Jeremiah 29:13, "And ye shall seek me, and find me, when ye shall search for me with all your heart."

Hebrews 11:6, "But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must believe that he Isaiah , and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him."

32 Chapter 32 

Verses 1-33 

2 Chronicles 32:1-23 — Sennacherib's Invasion of Judah - 2 Chronicles 32:1-23 records Sennacherib's invasion of Judah. The Jews had just returned to God, so that they were prepared itself to fight the Lord"s battles. If we do not prepare ourselves spiritually we will be overcome by flesh and Satan and lose the Lord"s battles.

This story is a good illustration of 2 Chronicles 7:14, "If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land."

Heal their land ( 2 Chronicles 30:20)

Hear their prayer ( 2 Chronicles 30:27)

Forgive their sin ( 2 Chronicles 30:18-19)

Why? 

They humbled themselves ( 2 Chronicles 30:11)

They prayed ( 2 Chronicles 30:18)

They sought God's face ( 2 Chronicles 29:20)

They turned from their wicked ways ( 2 Chronicles 29:15-19)

2 Chronicles 32:1 After these things, and the establishment thereof, Sennacherib king of Assyria came, and entered into Judah, and encamped against the fenced cities, and thought to win them for himself.
2 Chronicles 32:1 — Comments- How had Hezekiah become established in God? He led the people to worship and praise God, ( 2 Chronicles 29:28), to deal with sins, ( 2 Chronicles 29:24), to sanctify themselves ( 2 Chronicles 29:15), to pray ( 2 Chronicles 30:18) and intercede, and to teach the Word ( 2 Chronicles 30:22).

2 Chronicles 32:31 Howbeit in the business of the ambassadors of the princes of Babylon, who sent unto him to enquire of the wonder that was done in the land, God left him, to try him, that he might know all that was in his heart.
2 Chronicles 32:31 — Comments- When Hezekiah began his reign as king over Israel, the Scriptures tell us that the Lord was with him ( 2 Kings 18:7). However, there came a season in his life when Hezekiah's heart was lifted up with pride ( 2 Chronicles 32:24-26). Therefore, the Lord had to bring about circumstances that humbled the king. God chose to remove Himself for a season so that Hezekiah would realize his need and dependence upon the Lord, and repent and turn back to Him.

2 Kings 18:7, "And the LORD was with him; and he prospered whithersoever he went forth: and he rebelled against the king of Assyria, and served him not."

God wants us to pursue Him, which is a sign of our love and devotion and dependence upon Him; for God wants our fellowship. The angel of the Lord pull away from Jacob, but the patriarch wrestled with the angel until he received a blessing ( Genesis 32:24-30). The Lord revealed Himself to Isaiah as "a God that hidest thyself" ( Isaiah 45:15). Jesus did not stay with the Samaritans until they urged Him ( John 4:40). When Jesus came walking on the water towards the disciples in the boat during a storm, He made as if He were going to pas by them. They cried out to Him and He came ( Mark 6:48).

Isaiah 45:15, "Verily thou art a God that hidest thyself, O God of Israel, the Saviour."

John 4:40, "So when the Samaritans were come unto him, they besought him that he would tarry with them: and he abode there two days."

Mark 6:48, "And he saw them toiling in rowing; for the wind was contrary unto them: and about the fourth watch of the night he cometh unto them, walking upon the sea, and would have passed by them."

33 Chapter 33 

34 Chapter 34 

Verses 1-33 

2 Chronicles 34:1-33 — Josiah's Reforms - 2 Chronicles 34:1-33 records the story of Josiah's reforms for Judah. Josiah's efforts in cleansing the Temple are similar to Hezekiah's efforts to do the same ( 2 Chronicles 29:1 to 2 Chronicles 30:27) and similar to Jesus' efforts to cleanse the Temple ( Matthew 21:10-17, John 2:13-25).

A nation's leaders have the responsibility to bring people back to God. Humility is a key element in such national reforms ( James 4:7-10).

James 4:7-10, "Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify your hearts, ye double minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and he shall lift you up."

2 Chronicles 34:7 And when he had broken down the altars and the groves, and had beaten the graven images into powder, and cut down all the idols throughout all the land of Israel, he returned to Jerusalem.
2 Chronicles 34:7 — Comments- A total cleansing in needed, and Josiah was willing to carry this out.

2 Chronicles 34:27 Because thine heart was tender, and thou didst humble thyself before God, when thou heardest his words against this place, and against the inhabitants thereof, and humbledst thyself before me, and didst rend thy clothes, and weep before me; I have even heard thee also, saith the LORD.
2 Chronicles 34:27 — Comments- Humility.

Scripture Reference- Note:

1 Peter 5:5, "Likewise, ye younger, submit yourselves unto the elder. Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility: for God resisteth the proud, and giveth grace to the humble."

2 Chronicles 34:28 Behold, I will gather thee to thy fathers, and thou shalt be gathered to thy grave in peace, neither shall thine eyes see all the evil that I will bring upon this place, and upon the inhabitants of the same. So they brought the king word again. 
2 Chronicles 34:30 And the king went up into the house of the LORD, and all the men of Judah, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem, and the priests, and the Levites, and all the people, great and small: and he read in their ears all the words of the book of the covenant that was found in the house of the LORD.
2 Chronicles 34:30 — Comments- This effort to teach the people is similar to how Jesus taught in the Temple ( Luke 19:47).

Luke 19:47, "And he taught daily in the temple. But the chief priests and the scribes and the chief of the people sought to destroy him,"

35 Chapter 35 

Verses 1-27 

2 Chronicles 35:1 Moreover Josiah kept a passover unto the LORD in Jerusalem: and they killed the passover on the fourteenth day of the first month.
2 Chronicles 35:1 — Comments- The keeping of the Passover took place in the eighteenth year of Josiah's reign, approximately 622 B.C. (see 2 Chronicles 35:19). This was in accordance to the commandment of Moses, in the month Abib, which corresponds to April/May.

2 Chronicles 35:19, "In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was this passover kept."

Leviticus 23:5, "In the fourteenth day of the first month at even is the LORD"S passover."

Numbers 9:5, "And they kept the passover on the fourteenth day of the first month at even in the wilderness of Sinai: according to all that the LORD commanded Moses, so did the children of Israel."

Numbers 28:16, "And in the fourteenth day of the first month is the passover of the LORD."

Deuteronomy 16:1, "Observe the month of Abib, and keep the passover unto the LORD thy God: for in the month of Abib the LORD thy God brought thee forth out of Egypt by night."

2 Chronicles 35:3 And said unto the Levites that taught all Israel, which were holy unto the LORD, Put the holy ark in the house which Solomon the son of David king of Israel did build; it shall not be a burden upon your shoulders: serve now the LORD your God, and his people Israel,
2 Chronicles 35:3 — Comments- Note similar words of King David, which interpret this passage to mean that the children of Israel were entering into rest so that they no longer needed to carry the vessels of the Tabernacle ( 1 Chronicles 23:25-26).

1 Chronicles 23:25-26, "For David said, The LORD God of Israel hath given rest unto his people, that they may dwell in Jerusalem for ever: And also unto the Levites; they shall no more carry the tabernacle, nor any vessels of it for the service thereof."

Some scholars say that 2 Chronicles 35:3 implies that the Ark of the Covenant was taken and hidden during the times of evil kings.

2 Chronicles 35:4 And prepare yourselves by the houses of your fathers, after your courses, according to the writing of David king of Israel, and according to the writing of Solomon his son.
2 Chronicles 35:4 — Comments- The division for the Levites into courses by King David, which included the porters and musicians, is found in 1Chronicles 23-26. The commandments to the Levites from Solomon are referred to in 2 Chronicles 8:14 :

2 Chronicles 8:14, "And he appointed, according to the order of David his father, the courses of the priests to their service, and the Levites to their charges, to praise and minister before the priests, as the duty of every day required: the porters also by their courses at every gate: for so had David the man of God commanded."

2 Chronicles 35:4-6 — Comments - The Organization of the Service of the Temple- The Lord gave King David and King Solomon the wisdom to set in order the work of the Temple ( 2 Chronicles 35:4). Each Levite was given a task ( 2 Chronicles 35:5). So it is in the Kingdom of God. He has prepared a particular task for each believer to serve in the ministry. As each believer in the body of Christ submits to the Lord, the Holy Spirit will direct him into his unique place of service in the Body of Christ. Only then will be able to effectively prepare others for the work of the ministry ( 2 Chronicles 35:6).

2 Chronicles 35:15 And the singers the sons of Asaph were in their place, according to the commandment of David, and Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun the king"s seer; and the porters waited at every gate; they might not depart from their service; for their brethren the Levites prepared for them.
2 Chronicles 35:15 — "and Asaph, and Heman, and Jeduthun the king"s seer" - Comments- Twelve psalms are credited to Asaph ( Psalm 50, 73-83). One psalm is credited to Heman ( Psalm 88). Three psalms are dedicated to Jeduthun ( Psalm 39, 62, 77). Jeduthun prophesied with musical instruments ( 1 Chronicles 25:1). These three men were worship leaders in the Tabernacle ( 1 Chronicles 25:6, 2 Chronicles 5:12).

1 Chronicles 25:1, "Moreover David and the captains of the host separated to the service of the sons of Asaph, and of Heman, and of Jeduthun, who should prophesy with harps, with psalteries, and with cymbals: and the number of the workmen according to their service was:"

1 Chronicles 25:6, "All these were under the hands of their father for song in the house of the LORD, with cymbals, psalteries, and harps, for the service of the house of God, according to the king"s order to Asaph, Jeduthun, and Heman."

2 Chronicles 5:12, "Also the Levites which were the singers, all of them of Asaph, of Heman, of Jeduthun, with their sons and their brethren, being arrayed in white linen, having cymbals and psalteries and harps, stood at the east end of the altar, and with them an hundred and twenty priests sounding with trumpets:)"

2 Chronicles 35:18 And there was no passover like to that kept in Israel from the days of Samuel the prophet; neither did all the kings of Israel keep such a passover as Josiah kept, and the priests, and the Levites, and all Judah and Israel that were present, and the inhabitants of Jerusalem.
2 Chronicles 35:18 — Comments- Note the parallel passage in 2 Kings 23:22, which does not say "from the days of Samuel the prophet," but rather "from the days of the judges." We know from Scriptures that Samuel was the last judge over Israel ( 1 Samuel 7:15), so there appears to be no discrepancy between these two verses.

2 Kings 23:22, "Surely there was not holden such a passover from the days of the judges that judged Israel, nor in all the days of the kings of Israel, nor of the kings of Judah;"

1 Samuel 7:15, "And Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life."

2 Chronicles 35:19 In the eighteenth year of the reign of Josiah was this passover kept.
2 Chronicles 35:19 — Comments- The eighteenth year of Josiah's reign was approximately 622 B.C.

2 Chronicles 35:20 After all this, when Josiah had prepared the temple, Necho king of Egypt came up to fight against Carchemish by Euphrates: and Josiah went out against him.
2 Chronicles 35:20 — Comments- Scholars date the famous battle of Carchemish in 609 B.C. This would make Josiah about 39 years of age.

36 Chapter 36 

Verses 1-23 

2 Chronicles 36:9 Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem: and he did that which was evil in the sight of the LORD.
2 Chronicles 36:9 — "Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign" - Word Study on "Jehoiachin" - The Hebrew name "Jehoiachin" is also contracted to Jeconiah and Coniah ( 1 Chronicles 3:16, Jeremiah 22:24).

1 Chronicles 3:16, "And the sons of Jehoiakim: Jeconiah his Song of Solomon , Zedekiah his son."

Jeremiah 22:24, "As I live, saith the LORD, though Coniah the son of Jehoiakim king of Judah were the signet upon my right hand, yet would I pluck thee thence;"

Comments- We are told in 2 Kings 24:8 that Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign.

2 Kings 24:8, "Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. And his mother"s name was Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem."

Note the Hebrew ( בֶּן־שְׁמֹנֶ֨ה עֶשְׂרֵ֤ה שָׁנָה֙) - son of eighteen years.

Note the Hebrew ( בֶּן־שְׁמוֹנֶ֤ה שָׁנִים֙) - son of eight years.

There are several ideas that scholars use to justify this difference in age.

1. Jehoiachin Co-Reigned with His Father- It is possible that Jehoiachin began to co-reign with his father at the tender age of eight, and that he took full leadership at the age of eighteen. However, this is only speculation.

2. Jehoiachin's Reign Began in the Eighth Year of Babylonian Captivity - John Gill refers to John Lightfoot, who suggests that he was eighteen years old when he began to reign, which was the eighth year of the Babylonian captivity based on 2 Kings 24:12. 47] However, this is also speculation.

47] John Gill, 2 Kings , in John Gill's Expositor, in e-Sword, v 777 [CD-ROM] (Franklin, Tennessee: e-Sword, 2000-2005), comments on 2Kings .

2 Kings 24:12, "And Jehoiachin the king of Judah went out to the king of Babylon, Hebrews , and his mother, and his servants, and his princes, and his officers: and the king of Babylon took him in the eighth year of his reign."

3. A Copyist Error- Many scholars believe that this is a copyist error, this idea being supported by the fact that the ancient Syriac and Arabic versions correct both texts to read "eighteen."

It is not probable that Jehoiachin was eight years old when he began to reign. This is because an eight-year old child would not be considered as doing "that which was evil in the sight of the Lord." ( 2 Chronicles 24:9), and also because he would not have had wives at this early age, as the Scriptures declare in 2 Kings 24:15.

2 Kings 24:15, "And he carried away Jehoiachin to Babylon, and the king"s mother, and the king"s wives, and his officers, and the mighty of the land, those carried he into captivity from Jerusalem to Babylon."

2 Chronicles 36:9 — "and he reigned three months and ten days in Jerusalem" - Comments- We see in 2 Kings 24:8 that Jehoiachin reigned in Jerusalem three months only, without the reference to ten days. Scholars believe that the author of 2Kings was simply rounding off this figure.

2 Kings 24:8, "Jehoiachin was eighteen years old when he began to reign, and he reigned in Jerusalem three months. And his mother"s name was Nehushta, the daughter of Elnathan of Jerusalem."

2 Chronicles 36:16 But they mocked the messengers of God, and despised his words, and misused his prophets, until the wrath of the LORD arose against his people, till there was no remedy.
2 Chronicles 36:16 — "till there was no remedy" - Word Study on "remedy" - The Enhanced Strong says this Hebrew word is used 16 times in the Old Testament, and in the KJV, it is translated, "health 5, healing 3, remedy 3, incurable 1, cure 1, sound 1, wholesome 1, yielding 1."

Note other uses of this same Hebrew word, "remedy":

Proverbs 6:15, "Therefore shall his calamity come suddenly; suddenly shall he be broken without remedy."

Proverbs 29:1, " Hebrews , that being often reproved hardeneth his neck, shall suddenly be destroyed, and that without remedy."

The opposite of "remedy" would be "trouble or calamity." Note the use of the same Hebrew as it is translated "health, healing":

Jeremiah 8:15, "We looked for peace, but no good came; and for a time of health, and behold trouble!"

Jeremiah 14:19, "Hast thou utterly rejected Judah? hath thy soul lothed Zion? why hast thou smitten us, and there is no healing for us? we looked for peace, and there is no good; and for the time of healing, and behold trouble!

2 Chronicles 36:21 To fulfil the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah , until the land had enjoyed her sabbaths: for as long as she lay desolate she kept sabbath, to fulfil threescore and ten years.
2 Chronicles 36:21 — Comments- Leviticus 25:4-5 states that every seventh year was a Sabbath year, a year of rest for the land, with no sowing and harvest taken. Seventy weeks of years would have fulfilled four hundred ninety (490) years (7 X:70).

Leviticus 25:4-5, "But in the seventh year shall be a sabbath of rest unto the land, a sabbath for the LORD: thou shalt neither sow thy field, nor prune thy vineyard. That which groweth of its own accord of thy harvest thou shalt not reap, neither gather the grapes of thy vine undressed: for it is a year of rest unto the land."

2 Chronicles 36:22 Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD spoken by the mouth of Jeremiah might be accomplished, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying,
2 Chronicles 36:22 — "Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia" - Comments- Cyrus the Great was the founder of the Persian Empire, ruling over various parts of this region from 559-530 B.C, a period of twenty-nine years. His rule began in 559 B.C. in Anshan, a region of the Median Empire. His reign was extended in 550 B.C. when he overthrew the Median king, taking full control of Media. Cyrus conquered Babylon in 539 B.C, extending his reign over most of the Middle East. 48] The Old Testament references to Cyrus the Great date his reign beginning with the overthrow of Babylon in 539 B.C. ( 2 Chronicles 36:22-23, Ezra 1:1-8; Ezra 3:7; Ezra 4:3; Ezra 4:5; Ezra 5:13-17; Ezra 6:3; Ezra 6:14, Isaiah 44:28; Isaiah 45:1, Daniel 1:21; Daniel 6:28; Daniel 10:1), perhaps because his role in redemptive history did not begin until this period of history. Thus, in the first year of his reign as king ( מֶלֶךְ) over the Medo-Persian Empire in 538 B.C, Cyrus fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah (740 - 701 B.C.), who ministered about one hundred and fifty years before this event took place, by ordering the rebuilding of the Temple in Jerusalem ( Isaiah 44:28; Isaiah 45:1), and by asking the Jews to return and fulfill this decree, thus ending the Babylonian Captivity of the Jews after seventy years, as prophesied by Jeremiah ( Ezekiel 1:1-4). During the third year of his reign (535-534 B.C.), Daniel was given the vision recorded in Daniel 10-12.

48] Jack Martin Balcer, "Cyrus the Great," in The World Book Encyclopedia, vol 4 (Chicago: World Book, Inc, 1994), 1208.

Isaiah 44:26-28, "That confirmeth the word of his servant, and performeth the counsel of his messengers; that saith to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be inhabited; and to the cities of Judah, Ye shall be built, and I will raise up the decayed places thereof: That saith to the deep, Be dry, and I will dry up thy rivers: That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid."

Isaiah 45:1, "Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut;"

Ezra 1:1-2, "Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, that the word of the LORD by the mouth of Jeremiah might be fulfilled, the LORD stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, that he made a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and put it also in writing, saying, Thus saith Cyrus king of Persia, The LORD God of heaven hath given me all the kingdoms of the earth; and he hath charged me to build him an house at Jerusalem, which is in Judah."

